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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1933 

Our Side Of It 

Before entering any denials or prefer- 
ring any charges we must say right at the 

beginning that it is not the intention of 

the Waterbury Democrat to create dis- 

cord or start trouble for the men who are 

directing the various emergency relief 

organizations in this city. By the relief 

groups we mean our own Mutual Aid Un- 

employed, the Public Works Administra- 
tion, and the Civil Works Administration. 
No paper has sponsored their cause more 

warmly than has the Democrat. We’ll 

continue to do so, because we think they 
are entitled to the support of the press. 

However, we feel that we are free to 

criticize the actions of any officials or- 

employes at all connected with the above 

groups. If we are denied this right, then 

we can only believe that there must be 
much to criticise. If the Waterbury Dem- 
ocrat wanted to attack the Mutual Aid • 

the federal administrations it could find 

plenty of stories and rumors floating 
around this city. If we gave ear to all 
the complaints that poured into this office 

by letter, phone, and word of mouth we 

would be until doomsday checking them 

up. We have been content in the past to 

rely on the good judgment of the relief 
aides. We still believe they are doing a 

good job of it. 
Nobody appreciates the headaches that 

are Mr Harris’ more than we do. He is 
in a difficult position. He must satisfy 
the whims of every unemployed man and 
woman in Waterbury. And until a per- 
son has actually come into contact with 
the variety of people that constitute the 

great army of the unemployed he or she 
has not really met up with human nature. 
But we still insist the facts of the case as 

presented by the Waterbury Democrat 
last Friday and Saturday were true in 

every detail. Mr Harris did tell the Dem- 
ocrat reporter that a CWA ruling pre- 
vented men over 60 being employed. He 

may have meant to modify this with the 
statement that they could be given light 
employment, but he certainly did not do 
it Friday when interviewed! Since then 
he has denied himself to representatives 
of this paper. 

The Hartford headquarters of the 
CWA on Friday last informed the same 

representative of this paper that there 
was no CWA ruling ousting men over 60 

years from jobs. That they had been re- 

moved in Waterbury investigation proved 
conclusively. And that they weren’t all 
to be classed in the pick and shovel class 
was also established. Many were paint- 
ers. One was an expert carpenter. Those 
are the facts. The Democrat does not 
throw them before the public as a bomb. 
We aren’t trying to disturb the efficiency 
of any relief group. We’re simply trying 
to substantiate a story. If we were 

wrong we would gladly admit it. Being 
accused of stirring up a tempest in an 

otherwise calm (?) sea is not our way of 

retorting to the story in question. The 

CWA was supposed to rid Waterbury’s 
relief lists of unemployed. If it doesn’t 
then we want to know why. The public 
is entitled to know, too. 

Abolish The Counties 

Our own congressman, Representative 
Edward W. Goss, is the latest legislator 
to come out in support of the movement 
to get rid of existing county lines. He 
makes the suggestion,in the name of econ- 

omy. In this day and age no better rea- 

son could be advanced. Personally we 

are convinced that the time is coming 
when we won’t have any more counties. 
Strictly speaking they are not a neces- 

sary political sub-division. County offices 

to-day are few and need not necessarily 
be limited to a county. County institu- 
tions right here in Connecticut are few, 
our jails being the most important if we 

eliminate court houses. 
The elimination of the county jail could 

be accomplished very readily in a state 

as as Connecticut. We don’t know, 
though, how it would work out in Texas 
■with its 254 counties. However, the move- 

ment to get rid of our county jails is well 
Started. In a few more years it may be- 
come reality. When legislators get de- 
mands to build five or six county jails all 
at once they are apt to figure it cheaper 
to eliminate them altogether. In their 

place would be substituted jail farms for 
men and probably detention centers in 

the larger cities. No doubt there would 

also be an effort to speed up trial cases, 

(where participants often are kept in jail 
months before the actual trial begins. 

It is on the score of additional taxation 
that Representative Goss demands the 
abolition and consolidation of counties. 
In Texas, for example, county taxes 
must constitute a considerable sum. No 
doubt citizens are paying double taxes 
there in more ways than one. We may 

even do this ourselves if our county jail 
and court expenses mount any higher. 
And there is no reason to think that they 
will decrease. With jail-manufactured 

limited it is reasonable to ex- 

per capita costs for prison- 
county taxation prob- 

to other parte of the nation. But if we 

show signs of abolishing the county lints 
certainly the larger states will be quick to 
follow our example. 

Hoarded Money For Use 

Senator Robert J. Bulkley, a prominent 
member of the Senate banking commit- 
tee, estimates that the inauguration of , 
bank deposit insurance the first of the 
year will bring $1,250,000,000 of cash out 
of hiding and back into the banks. .That 
will happen, he says, because thousands of 
hoarders who have lost faith in banks will 
trust them again. It looks like a reason- 

able expectation. 
When the people, trust the banks again, 

will not the banks trust the people again? 
That returned money will be only a lia- 
bility unless they lend it out at interest. 
A good deal of it might well go out in the 
form of short-time commercial loans to 
finance business as it struggles up from 
the bottom. A good deal of it, too, might 
go to help finance the construction in- 
dustry, which has been starving for credit 
these last four years, and which could do 
more for general business than any other 
industry. 

Stable *Government 

It is a common thing for students of the 
science of politics to complain that the 
American system of government is unduly 
rigid and inflexible as compared with the 
parliamentary systems of such democra- 
cies as England and France. Those sys- 
tems, it is said, reflect far more directly 
the wishes of the people. As soon as a 

government loses the confidence of the 
masses, it falls. 

All this may be quite true; but recent 
events in France seem to indicate that a 

parliamentary system can be altogether 
too flexible. One premier follows an- 

other in dizzy succession in Paris just 
now.. The ill effects of such continual 
changes are too obvious to need mention- 
ing; one only can add that a little more 

rigidity in government, after the Ameri- 
can fashion, might be an excellent thing 
for France just now. 

It is gradually becoming apparent to 
insiders down at Washington that Presi- 
dent Roosevelt will undoubtedly work the 
same charm over the members of the 73rd 
Congress next year as he did this. Demo- 
cratic leaders are changing their expres- 
sions from gloom to joy. It looks as if the 
administration would prevail. And his- 
toric legislation is going to be enacted 
next year. We are sure of this. It was 

only last week that our own senior sen- 

ator, Frederick C. Walcott of Norfolk, 
advised his republican colleagues to go 
easy in their criticism. When this is be- 

ing done, it’s quite evident that the 
republicans see which way the Wind is 

blowing. How different a scene from that 
of four yeirs ago. Herbert Hoover in his 
first year was subjected to more criticism 
than any president of recent memory. In 
fact, his entire term was nothing but one 

rebuff after another, not merely from the 
democrats but also from his own party. 
There won’t be much of that with Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt at the helm. He’s proved 
himself too adroit and too capable to be 
enmeshed in the arguments that Hoove* 
was. With all due respect to the former 
executive we can only say that he failed 
to exert himself as he should. After all 
he was the head man down at Washing- 
ton. He shouldn’t have allowed others to 
usurp the powers given him by the nation. 

E. Monroe Bailey, chief chemist of the 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station, has released information in this 
state which shows that prior to the ad- 
ministration of the late William Howard 
Taft there were no blended whiskies sold 
in the United States. During the admin- 
istration of Theodore Roosevelt distillers 
were forced to live up to the rigid require- 
ments of the Pharmacopeia. An assault 
on these rules during the Taft regime 
resulted in permission being granted to 
retail blends, provided they were not 
harmful. Today we are faced with the 

problem of deciding just what shall con- 

stitute a blend. There ought to be defi- 
nite requirements for blending whiskey. 
We’ll have them with us until properly 
aged supplies are made available. That’ll 
be at least four more years. 

One more democratic senatorial candi- 
date is in the field. Mayor Charles Swartz 
has endorsed the candidacy of Professor 
Harry Morgan Ayres of Westport. He is 
only one of many mentioned for the nom- 
ination next year, when the present in- 
cumbent, Frederick C. Walcott must seek 
reelection. Governor Cross himself has 
been prominently mentioned, so has .Rep- 
resentative Francis Maloney of Meriden. 
In fact, we’re inclined to think that Rep- 
resentative Maloney is going to be an 
active seeker for the nomination and prob- 
ably the strongest in the field. The mere 
fact that Professor Ayres sought the sen- 
atorial nomination in 1932, losing to 
Senator Lonergan, of course, makes him 
potentially a candidate again next year. 

The appointment of Ed Guinan of Hart- 
ford as one of Connecticut’s supervisors 
of the census survey of business, prop- 
erty, and real estate taxation is of much 
interest to Waterburians. Mr Guinan is 
well known in this city and lias a wide 
following here. His 20 or more years 
experience in the insurance field should 
give him sufficient background for his 
new appointment. Incidentally it is a fine 
piece of work that has been delegated to 
these census supervisors. Their findings 
should be of real help to communities and 
states. 

Huey Long’s always quoting Scriptures 
and in that last Louisiana mixup he was 

merely trying to “make his calling and 
election sure.” 

When we get a stable dollar again, may- 
be we’ll keep the stable door locked. 

All vehicles must be lighted not later 

DAILY WASHINGTON 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 
_By DREW PEARSON and ROBERT ALLEN- 
Authors of "Washington Merry-Go-Roond” and “More Merry-Go-Round” 

______ • 

Government Has Spent Ten Million Transporting CCV 
Workers; Majority Press Opinion Demands F. D. R. Ex- 

plain Gold Policy; CWA Has Under Consideration Plan 

for New U. S. Census in 1931; O’Connor Finds Postal 

Savings System Is Far from “Unnecessary 
Washington, Dec. 26 — The 

Civilian Conservation Corps has 
been no little boon to the rail- 
roads. Since its Inception 
the government has spent over 

$10,000,000 in transporting the 
men and their freight. Over 
400 newspapers are daily 
scanned and clipped by the re- 

cently established federal D. P. 
I. (Daily press inteligence) to 
compile its daily bulletin of con- 
densed news and editorials. 

Head of the bureau is Miss 
Katherine C. Blackburn, who 
began this kind of work as a 
newsreader for President Taft. 

Before being put in charge 
of the D. P. I. she research work 
for Ambassador William Bullitt 
during the London economic 
conference. ... in one of its 
recent bulletins, the D. P. I. re- 
ported that the majority of press 
opinion was that the president 
ought to explain to the country 
just what he was about in his 
gold buying plan. One of 
the chief tasks of the commerce 
department division is to drum 

up correspondents for Secretary 
.Roper’s conferences. ... If a 
plan that tho civil works ad- 
ministration has under consid- 
eration goes through, there, will 
be a new national census in 
1934. The lost was in 1930, 
cost $10,000,000. 
SEX. COPELAND MISSES 

Senator Copeland is passing 
up no chance to get publicity for 
his racketeering investigation. 

He has extended the use of 
the committee’s records to staff 
writers of thre$ national maga- 
zines. Professor George 
Warren, the president’s mone- 
tary adviser, is not the only 

A Book a Day 
by BRUCE CATTON 

What Seven People 
Did On Christmas 

‘Christmas Tree,” by Lady 
Eleanor Smith, is a fluffy and 
somewhat empty Christmas story, 
which a great many poople proba- 
ably will read once, but which 
hardly anybody—unless I’m badly 
mistaken—will care to read twice. 

The setting is London, and the 
author gives us a glimpse of seven 
people who are buying Christmas 
trees at a big department store. 
Our glimpse' comes through the 
eyes of a salesgirl who ’waits on 

them; and after she gets home 
that night, she speculates on the 
kind of Christmas parties these 
seven customers are likely to have. 
There was a young couple who 
seemed to be quarreling; well, 
their party will be a flop. There 
was a pleasant nobleman—ah, his 
wife is lucky; they'll have an elab- 
orate party, expensive presents, 
lots of jollity. 

There was a rich financier, who 
bought the biggest tree in the place 
—a party for a flock of happy 
grandchildren, no doubt. There 
was an actress who was to have 
her party on the theater stage, 
late Christmas eve; a glamorous 
gathering of actors and actresses, 
unquestionably. 

SO the girl muses, with all seven 
customers. Then the seven cele- 
brations are described and the 
girl's guess is wrong In each case. 

The quarrelsome couple are 

deeply in love and have a swell 
party. The nobleman hates his 
wife and bought the tree for his 
mistress. The financier, childless, 
sends his tree to a children’s hos- 
pital. The actresses’ glamorous 
party flops miserably. And so on. 

And there you are. It’s drawn 
pretty thin, but there’s a fair 
amount of entertainment in it. 

Published by Bobbs-Merrlll, It 
sells for $2.BO. 

I I 

London Letter 

By W. G. QUISENBERRY 
(United Press Staff Correspondent) 

London (UP)—Rat-traps by the 
hundreds are being set by worried 
Londoners, for the dreaded plague 
carrying black rat has returned. 

Civic hosts, with an eye to future 
tourist trade, pooh-poohed. They 
passed it oft as newspaper sensa- 
tionalism. 

Now comes Dr Martin Hinton of 
the British Museum, who says that 
there may be no need to get pan- 
icky, but the statement Is perfectly 
correct. The black rats are back, 
and there are plenty of them. 

The black rat comes from the 
East Indies and Burma. The brown 
rat, hardier and stronger, is his 
mortal enemy. Toward the end of 
the last century, London's brown 
rats had almost made an end of 
the plague-carrying black ones. But 
sanitary officials, to whom all rats 
look alike, have waged re lcntless 
war on the brown rat. In so doing, 
Dr Hinton says, they have given 
the almost exlnct black rats a new 
lease on life. 

Man is not feared by the black 
rat as by his commoner brown 
brother. Thus the black rat is 
hard to fight. Extremely acrobatic, 
he can scurry telephone wires onto 
the roofs of houses. He will enter 
your bedroom and make a nest in 
your bed if you let him. Today, 
Dr Hinton says, fully nine-tenths 
of London’s rats are black ones. 

Cupid, smoked herrings and Jo- 
seph Stalin—an odd mixture, cer- 
tainly. But they all fit into a little 
drama of the Scottish fishing in- 
dustry. 

Every autumn In Scotland, after 
the herring fleet returns, mar- 
rages are in order. Laddies with 
their fresh wages or profits and 
lassies who have ben busy but 
happy cleaning and packing thou- 
sands of kippered herrings call in 
their friends and the pastor and the 
business partnership is consolidated 
for life. 

The herring season was hardy 
under way this year when the Brit- 
ish curers decided to stop buying. 
There was a glut of herrings, they 
said, since Russia stopped taking 
20 per cent of the catch. Saddened 
Scots returned home with only a 
few pounds. Engegements were 
cancelled and marriages postponed. 

Joseph Stalin's government is 
willing to taku 20 per cent of the 
herrings again if Britain will give 
him a satisfactory trade treaty. 
Prime Minister Bennett of Canada 
Is holding up the treaty with ob- 
jections to Russian timber, Vainly, 
the Scots asked the government to 
buy ie„000 harries of herrings. 

chicken expert In the administra- 
tion. ... Dr William I. Myer, 
able, hard-working, new gover- 
nor ot the farm credit adminis- 
tration, la also a fowl authority, 
owns and operates an 84-acre 
farm near Ithaca, N. T. It is 
equipped to handle 70,000 chicks 
and has a flock of 5,900 hens. 

Myer, like Warren, comes 
from Cornell unlvei*8lty, where 
he taught farm finance and eco- 
nomics. 
POSTAL SAVINGS 

Comptroller of the Currency 
“Jafty” O’Connor's observation 
that the deposit insurance act 
would make the postal savings 
system unnecessary, was noth- 
ing to get excited about. 
President Roosevelt has not the 
slightest intention either of abol- 
ishing or tampering with postal 
savings. O’Connor was expressing 
his own views, and It can be 
flatly stated that on this matter 
they have no weight with the 
president. The importance 
of the postal savings as a bank 
of deposit has been steadily In- 
creasing. Figures for November 
show a total deposit of approxi- 
mately 81,185,(100,000, an In- 
crease of more than $2,000,000 
over October. 
HARNESSING TIDES 

Dexter Cooper, brother of 
Colonel Hugh Copper, who has 
built several of Soviet Russia’s 
greatest power projects, has sub- 
mitted a plan to the public works 
administration for harnessing 
the 27-foot tides along the 
northern coast of Maine. 
Cooper says that over 200,000 
horsepower could be generated. 

Representatives of the lead 
pencil industry made so many 
contradictory statements regard- 
ing wages and hours at their 
code hearing that Deputy Ad- 
ministrator R. B. Paddock di- 
rected them to submit their sta- 
tistics under oath. This is 
the first time. that sworn state- 
ments were demanded at an 
NRA hearing. 
HOTEL CODE JOKERS 

The recently promulgated ho- 
tel code has a number of jokers 
in Its labor sections. One 
of the worst is a clause that 
nominally grants bellhops a 20 
per cent increase in wages. As 
in most large cities this class of 
hotel hire receives no pay, lives 
on tips. The above section is 
just so much hokum. Or- 
ganized labor, backed by Secre- 
tary Perkins, vigorously apposed 
the code, but it was approved 
notwithstanding. The only 
redeeming feature about it is 
that it runs for 00 days. 
NEW NAZI TACTICS 

According to confidential in- 
formation that has come to 
Washington authorities from 
Germany,- the Hitlerites are or- 
ganizing another phase of their 
program to woo American 
public opinion. ... A number 
of American writers have been 
hired to do articles on the glor- 
ies, of "new” Germany. An- 
other angle of the campaign will 
be an invitation by the Nazi gov- 
ernment to a dozen American 
journalists to visit Germany at 
its expense to see for themselves 
how well things are going there, 
and above all, how pacific the 
Brown Shirts are. Since 
his illness last spring, Senator 
Borah now only rides horseback 
onp leasant days. His doc- 
tors Insist that he remain Indoors 
on inclement days. Huey 
Long is a member of three senate 
committoes, judiciary, interstate 
commerce, public buildings, but 
he has yet to attend a meeting 
of any one of them. Texas’ 
blatant representative Tom Blan- 
tant, following a defeat for the 
senate, staged a successful come- 
back to the house by running on 
a platform calling for "cheaper 
congressional funerals.” 
SCRAPPY SENATOR 

Tennessee’s scrappy* Senator 
McKellar, who has set one defi- 
nite goal fo rthe qomlng session 
of congress, which is to "get” J. 
Edgar Hoover, hold-over chief 
of the bureau of investigation of 
the Justice department, recently 
called on Attorney General Cum- 
mings to register a vigorous pro- 
test against Hoover. ... A 
week after the visit, thre of Mc- 
Kellar’s constituents in Hoover's 
bureau got the axe. Drys 
have launched a secret move- 
ment among church-goers to 
boycott newspapers carrying 
liquor advertisements. ... Dr 
Daniel V. Poling, Hoover-sup- 
porter and prohibition crusader, 
is the reported leader of the 
drive. The Idea was con- 
ceived by the secretary of a wet 
senator, whose boss doesn’t 
know he Is a rabid dry. 
A JUDICIARY MIRACLE 

Supreme Court Justice Suther- 
land’s recent decision upholding 
the admissibility of a wife’s testi- 
mony in criminal cases, Is being 
hailed as a "miracle” in court 
circles. ... It is the first time 
In the career of the Jurist that 
he sided with the liberals on the 
tribunal. Chester Davis, 
new AAA chief, once edited 
newspapers in South Dakota and 
Montana. Everyone enter- 
ing the lobby of the executive 
offices of the White House, unless 
known, is questioned as to his 
business. The doors to the 
Inner offices are always under 
guard by a plain-clothes Sec- 
ret Service idan. 

(Copyright, 1933, by United 
Feature Syndicate, Inc.) 

j So They Say 
All countries are coming sooner 

or later to some type of organi- 
zation that will enable those who 
cannot get proper medical care to 
obtain It without loss of self-re- 
spect. 
—Dr Alexander Bruno of France. 

What has happened In the past 
hundred years Is that the Indus- 
trial age has superimposed itself 
on agricultural civilisation. 

—Premier Mussolini. 

What this country needs Is a 
brand-new joke book. 
—Judge Harry G. Kelden of De- 

troit. 

If the Mississippi overflows Its 
banks next spring, you can bet your 
life someone will pin that on Mos- 
cow. 
—Corliss Lamond, son of famous 

financier. 

“I See The Lindberghs Got Back All Right” \ 
OPERA, 

T n 

-In- 
New York 

By PAUL HARRISON 
New York—Nobody—except per- 
haps the omniscient Mr, S. Claus— 
knows for sure who wrote the fa- 
mous children’s poem beginning: 
‘"Twas the night before Christ- 
mas ...” 

That may be news to the millions 
of people, of numerous generations, 
who always have supposed that 
the author was Dr. Clement Clarke 
Moore. The bibliographies, encyclo- 
pedias, histories and copies of the 
poem Itself all give that name. So 

do the markers which show where 
the spadious and many chimneyed 
Moore house stood on West Twen- 
ty-third street In the old Chelsea 
district. Every Christmas Eve, too,’ 
a lot of children gather In the 
courtyard of the huge apartment 
devclopmnt which now. occupies 
the site of the Moore estate to sing 
carols and recite the poem In trib- 
ute to the memory of that notable 
scholar and somewhat less distin- 
guished poet. 

The family of Dr. William S. 
Thomas, however, will tell you 
that all this Clement Moore busi- 
ness Is a mistake. It Is their con- 

tention, backed by a family legend 
more than a hundred years old 
that Dr. Thomas’ great-grandfath- 
er, one Henry Livingston, Jr., 
wrote the poem himself. 

They believe he composed It 
In his home near Poughkeep- 
sie, N. Y„ a few days before 
the Christmas of 1822, read it 
at the breakfast table the next 
morning, gave a copy to a 
house guest who later showed 
it to Dr. Moore. 

Scholar and a Poet I 
The facts on both sides of tho 

case are meager but Interesting. 
Dr. Moore himself was of unim- 
peachable character and couldn’t 
be accused by anyone of Intention- 
ally appropriating some one elso's 
verse. His father was the Episco- 
pal Bishop Of New York who as- 

sisted at tho Inauguration of 
George Washington and adminis- 
tered the last rites to Alexander 
Hamilton. Clement Moore was a 

great scholar, but didn’t go In 
much for whlmsey. For example, 
his principal work was ‘‘A Com- 
pendious Lexicon of the Hebrew 
Language.” Another bit that he 
dashed oft was "Observations Upon 
Certain Passages In Mr Jefferson’s 
Note on the State of Virginia Which 
Appear to Have a Tendency to 
Subvert Religion and Establish a 

False Philosophy.” 
Dr Moore did write verses. He 

published a volume of them in 
1844, and "A Visit From St Nich- 
olas”—the original title of the dis- 
puted poem—was included. In- 
cidentally, it was by all odds the 
best of the lot, and there was only 
one other poem in the book which 
was done in the same meter. 

Henry Llflngston had been dead 
ten years when the volume was 

published, and his family evident- 
ly made no strenuous protest 
against Moore’s claim of author- 1 

ship. Moore, on the other hand, 
seems to have offered no further 
proof. He lived to be well past 80, 
died in 1863, and was buried In 
the cemetery behind the Chapel of 
the Intercession at One Hundred ; 
and Fifty-fifth street and Broad- 
way. His grave is still a Christmas 
Eve shrine for sentimentalists who 
go there and sing carols. 

• • • 

First Published Anonymously 
Mr Livingston seems to have 

just as unimpeachable a reputation 
as Dr Moore. He was a statesman, 
a soldier and an author. And he also 
wrote book of poems. ”’Twas the ; 
Night Before Christmas” was not 
among them, but the family legend 
contains an explanation for Its ab- , 
sence. The minority faction In the 
literary feud also claims that many 
of the Christmas poem’s phraslngs 
and tricks of expression are used In 
the book. And it Is a fact that 
nearly half of the verses are In the 
same meter. 

The most baffling part of the 
whole mystery Is that the poem 
first was published anonymously In 
a newspaper, the Troy Sentinel, In 
1823. Mr Livingston was a reader 
of that paper. The editor put In a 

little note saying It was a fine piece 
of work but he didn’t know who 
submitted it. Neither Moore nor 

Livingston claimed authorship at 
that time, and neither left any 
writings mentioning It The origin- 
al manuscript, should it ever turn 
up, would be almost priceless. It 
also would settle an ancient argu- 
ment. 

SWEDISH STOCK VALUES UP 

Stockholm (UP)—The^stock ex- 

hange values of leading Swedish 
hares Increased In October 31,000,- 
00 kronor, according to an estl- 
iste by the Svensk Ftnanstldnlng. 
Ince the beginning of 1933 there 
as been a total Increase of 200,- 
00,000 kronor. Practically the en- 
re increase in October was due to 

of the shares of Skan- 
redltaktlebolaget 

Know Your Waterbury 
Its History, Facts and General Information 

HISTORY 

Next to providing: the meeting- 
house the most Important thing in 
Waterbury as in other Connecticut 
ind New England settlements was 
what was called "seating the meet- 
ing-house.” Our historian remarkB 1 

here that each town adopted its 
own rules as to the order of pre- 
:edence. It was decided that men j 
should be sixteen years of age or 

over, and a committee was ap- i 
pointed to do the "seating." 

Here was how the committee de- 
eded: "The first metriber was one 
of the rich men of the town; the 
second represetned fairly the pros- 
perous, well-to-do element, al- 
though himself a young man, while 
the third owned at that time but 
tn ox, a horse, and five acres of up- 
and. Next to the pew of-the minis- 
ter's choice (the pulpit between) 
ivas the pew considered next in dig- 
nity. It has been the general con- 1 

iensus that the committee did their 
work wisely and well in this re- : 
spect to "seating,” for voted to the 
seat “next in dignity" was that was 
the man cnlled Goodman Andrews. 
1 footnote in Anderson's history 
stating that "Goodman” referred to 
his venerable age; also his wife, 
Lieutenant Hopkins and his wife, 1 

3oodm,an Barnes, Sergeant UpsOn, 1 

ind the "widow Porter..” 

BRASS CITY FACTS 

The Waterbury Public Library 
contains about 142,225 volumes, 
iccordlng to the last city census. 

The Silas Bronson Library open- 
'd In 1870. 

The predominating nationalities 
n Waterbury are Italian, Irish, 
French Canadian, Lithuanian and 
lerman. 

In 1868 the General Court or- 
lered Mattatuclc and New Haver 
o build a road between the twc 
>Iaces. Mattatuek was then onlj 
:onnected with Farmington. 

Mattatuek was Invested wltt 
own privileges In May, 1686. 

Waterbury’s famous trolley 
itrlke of 1903 started on a Sun-, 
lay morning, January 11, when 
6o employes refused to go to work. 

In December 1853, the first*city 
ax of three cents on the dollar \ 

vas laid at a special meeting. 

The common fence built by the 
•arly inhabitants of Waterbury had 

gate at the southwest corner of 
Bank and Grand streets. 

Questions And Answers 
by 

The Democrat’s Washington Information bureau 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERER 

You can get aa DMnrr to any anawernble question of fact or In- 
formation by writing to Frederick M. Kerby, Qacatlon Editor, The 

Wnterbury Urmocrnt, Wnahlnicton Rurenu, 13SI New York Avenue, 
Waahlngton, D. C., eacloalng THREE rent* la cola or noalnge atumpa 
for reply. Do aot uae poatal card*. Medical and legal advice cannot be 

given nor can extended reaearch be made. All other queatlona will re- 

ceive a peraonal reply. I.etlera without name or addreaa cannot be nn- 

awered. All lettera are conlldentlal. Yon are cordially Invllcd to make 
nae of thla free aervlce aa often aa yon pleaae. 

THE EDITOR. 

Q. How did the term “Xmas" 
>rlginate ? s 

A. The Initial letter of the 
3rcek name for Christ Is "X'' and 
:he coincidence of Its cruciform 
ihape led to an early adoption of 
:hls letter as the figure and sym- 
bol of Christ. 

Q. What Is the derivation of the 
word "Noel?" 

A. It Is the French word for 
Christmas, from the Latin 
•Natalis." natal or birthday. 

Q. Where did the custom of 
cringing in the Yule Log orlgln- 
ite? 

A. The Scandinavians gave us 
:he Yule Log in their Feast of 
fuul, when a great fire was ktn- 
lled In honor of Thor. The Goths 
ind Saxons called the festival Jul, 
ind thus we get the words Yule 
md Yuletide. 

Q. What is the special slgnl- 
iance of the use of holly and mls- 
letoe at Christmas? 

A. The holly wreath is said to 
lymbollxe the crodrn of thorns, and 
ho red berries represent drops of 
Jlood. 

Mistletoe comes straight from the 
Druids of ancient Briton who 
:elebrated a great feast at the time 
>f the winter solstice. Many of 
heir rites and ceremonies were 
connected with mistletoe, which 
he Druids venerated. 

Q. How many members com- 
>rlse the United States supreme 
:ourt? 

A. The chief Justice and eight 
issoclate justices. 

Q. Who were the nominees of 
he Socialist-Labor party for 
resident and vice-president In 

A. Verne L. Reynolds of New 
fork city for president, and J. W. 
Vlken of Boston for vice-president. 

Q. Were the wheels of railroad 
:ralns ever made of paper? 

A. For a while some passenger 
•ailroad cars were equipped with 
lllen compressed paper -cored 
wheels which made them ride eas- 
or. They were Invented In 187# by 
It. N. Allen. They were made of 
itrawboard pressed while wet and 
han baked and dried In a kiln for 
from 80 to 90 days; then repres- 
■ed and baked again for six 
months. The paper centers were 
mcased in steel tires and sides, 
they were never used In freight 
squlpment. 

Q. What Is the population, area 
ind capital of Abyssinia? 

A. Population, 10,(80,000; area 
150,000 square miles; capital, Ad- 
lls Ababa. 

Q. Who won the John Frits 
medal for 1918? / 

A. Daniel Qpwan Jackllng. for 
mass production of copper from 
low-grade ores. 

Q. How many awards have been 
made by the Carnegie Hero Fund 
since its foundation in 1904? 

A. 2,637. 

Q. Name the governor of 
Wyoming. 

A. Leslie A. Miller. 

Q. What is Dorothy Disc’s real 
name? 

A. Elizabeth Meriwether Gilmer. 

If you want a copy of our bulle- 
tin in Hard Candles and Taffies, 
ivrite to tlio Waterbary Democrat’s 
Wasliingmton. Bureau, enclosing 
live cents in postage stamps. 

Selected Poem 
EDICT 

(By Paul Itayson) 
rinkle, tinkle, little bar, 
Mow we’ve brandy, Triple Star, 
Have you burnished up your brass, 
Beared a pyramid of glass 
ro delight the knowing eye 
Since our limit is the sky? 
Minus peephole, minus guard, 
Minus that official card, 
\re you busy as of yore 
When we had the old swing door? 
fes, indeed! But what avail, 
Elbow room and polished rail! 
rhose who leaned and those who 

stood 
Ire a long lost brotherhood. 
Making good her ancient boast, 
Here walks Carry Nation’s ghost! 
Voices Join in concord sweet, 
res, but mind you keep your seat 
lust remember where you are— 

Quaff, but don’t go near the bar! 

December 16^ 


